Abstract
Introduction
The waqfs have been known since the beginning of the Islamic era and continued in the east and west until the end of the Ottoman era [1] . In Arabic, waqf means confinement and prohibition for a specific thing in the ownership of waqf and devoting its profit in charity to the poor or other goods. This includes the waqf on the mosques, hospitals, and madrasas or the waqfs on people such as the poor and students [2] . It was customary that, the founders of waqfs listed their waqfs in documents so as not to be changed. These documents were known as the endowments. They were written in the presence of witnesses and noted in the books of the judiciary to gain official status [3] . The materials on which endowments were inscribed during the Ottoman period include paper, leather, and stone. Stone endowments from that period, however, in comparison with other materials, are few and do not have the full meaning of endowment, but they were often briefer than the original paper or leather endowment [4] . This was confirmed by the oldest Ottoman stone endowments; the endowment of Yakub Çelebi imaret in Kütahya 1411AD and the endowment of Bayezid Pasha Imaret in Amasya 1418 AD [3] . Additionally, other private paper endowments were attributed to the same buildings (a) [5] . The aim of the owners of stone endowments was to preserve the content of the originals written on perishable materials that might be exposed to damage due to environmental factors [4] .
Description and Translation of the Endowment Text 2.1. Description of endowment
The endowment (our case study), pl. (1) (b) . It was written in Ottoman Turkish by talīq script in seven lines that each of which was divided into two rectangular framed written areas (c) . The inscriptions indicate that the owner was an official in the palace and the endowment was to support serving some buildings outside Istanbul. [6] . Clearly, there is a match here between the name in the endowment and the name in the Ottoman registers, including the date and the title, i.e. kapıcıbaşlık or the chief doorkeepers. Hence, Ahmed Agha the owner of the endowment was the same person whose name mentioned in the Ottoman registers who was brought up and held positions in the Palace of Topkapı. The titles mentioned in the endowment show that Ahmed Agha held more than just the position in the palace as he was entitled by; -Közbekçi, i.e. head of the department of girls' guards [7] [8] [9] . There was a department of that name with a private building next to the gate of the Imperial Mint (Darphane-i Âmire) in the first courtyard of the Palace although it is no longer extant. The name came from a team mentioned in some stories during the period of Sultan Mehmet the Conqueror (1451-1481), relating how one day one of the maids odalisques tried to escape from the harem at the Palace but was arrested by someone in a place full of sycamore trees. He told the chief black eunuch, known as Darüsaade Ağası, and delivered her to him. The chief black eunuch asked him about the reward he wanted from the sultan and he asked for a building to be established next to the Palace Mint for him to serve in. The sultan agreed and established a place that carried the name of Közbekçi. At first, the function of this department was the protection of the palace. Later, it was altered to be a place for changing and keeping private clothes and the clothing of sultan, as well as of the harem and treasury officer in times of promenading. This department continued until it was annulled with the Janissaries in AD 1830-1831. Some 50 or 60 persons with the title Közbekçi retired with a suitable pension [9] . Ahmed Agha, the owner of this endowment, was the head of this department and subsequently became the head of coffee makers (khaveci) of the sultan's sons in the palace [10] . -Gedekli or Gedeklo, i.e. the owner of excellence or preference. One of the distinguishing epithets mentioned in the endowment that was given to old governmental officials. It was used from the 16 th century until the begin-ning of the 20 th century [11] . Holders of this title were characterized by their clothes with a cloth belt decorated with gold and silver around their waists called Saraser [9] . The elderly Ahmed Agha was entitled this epithet because of holding different positions in the palace. -Zoamaa, i.e. leadership. This title is related to the aforem-entioned titles and names such as Mehreç-Dergah Ali, i.e. the head of the doorkeepers of the central gate in the palace. The Palace of Topkapı comprised three main gates. While, the first was the Imperial Gate (Bâb-ı Hümâyûn), the second was the Salutation Gate (Bâb-üsSelâm) or the central gate known as Dergah Ali (the Sublime Gate), and the third one was the Felicity Gate (Babü's-Saade). The first and second gates were guarded by a number of doorkeepers belonging to the outer department known as Birün in the palace, while the third one was guarded by Darüsaade ağası [12] . The head of the first and second gates was called Kapıcılar Kethüdası or steward of the doorkeepers. He was the chief commandant of all the doorkeepers. His tasks involved attending meetings of the sultan and grand vizier [13] . He supervised a number of doorkeepers called as Kapıcı başları or the chiefs of doorkeepers who were the second in command after the steward of the doorkeepers and acted on his behalf of in appointments retirement doorkeepers as well as carrying important and secret decrees to the feudal governors in different provinces. Furthermore, they were appointed ambassadors in foreign countries and were therefore responsible for diplomatic missions. They were chosen from the doorkeepers themselves, silahdars (arms-bearer), and gardeners who work in the inner department of the palace. This system of appointing continued until the dissolving of the Janissaries in 1826 under Sultan Mahmud II, after which it was restricted to the sons of princes and pashas [13] . The [12, 13] . This situation continued after the end of the Janissary system but it witnessed some changes. Only thirty of them continued with the remaining being retired with a pension of 300 piastres. They were dubbed by names such as ‫همايون‬ ‫ركاب‬ ‫البوابين‬ ‫سر‬ ‫ملوكانه‬ Sr Al-Bawabeen Rekab Hamayoni Melokna or they were responsible for the service of sultans' rides as they belonged to the master of the stable, not to the doorkeepers' steward [13] . Ahmed Agha was probably given this title after retirement from working as Közbekçi. Under Ottoman protocol, invitations were sent to the men of the state a day before the event and when the mosque had been chosen the celebration was held by reading the Holy Quran [3, 14] . Spending was allocated to the workers such as imams, muezzins, preachers, khatibs, and servants of mosques of the city of Gerede. Although they were not of high rank, they were greatly appreciated in society. The function of the imam was to lead prayers; the khatib delivered the speeches of Friday, Eid Al-Adha, and Eid Al-Fitr; the preacher gave religious lessons in the mosque after prayers; the muezzin called for the time of prayers and intoned invocations and the Quran [15] .Their employment in mosques was on the order of the Seyhülislam, (the head of the ulema) in Istanbul, while the workers in the mosques outside Istanbul were employed on the order of Kadiaskers (military judges) according to the location of the mosque [15] .
Aspects of Spending

Structures of The Endowment
The endowment included spending on workers in two mosques in the city of Gerede, located in the province of Bolu in central Anatolia halfway along the road between Ankara and Istanbul. This city has an ancient history from the Roman, Byzantine, and Islamic eras [16] .The period of the Ottoman Sultan Yıldırım Bayezid (1389-1402) was one of the interesting times in the history of Bolu and its cities such as Gerede (e) . This was due to the great architectural development that took place and the many early Ottoman buildings attributed to him, including Bayezid Mosque, Orta Hammam, Mosque and Bath Bayezid in Mudurnu, Mosque and Bath Bayezid in Eski-Çağa, Mosque and Bath Bayezid in Gerede [17] . * The first mosque mentioned in the endowment is the mosque of Yıldırım Bayezid in the village of Karaköy, Gerede. Although it bears the name of the sultan Bayezid, its founder was Ahmed Agha, the owner of the endowment. The mosque was named after the Ottoman sultan probably as a blessing, whereas most of the buildings of Bolu and Gerede bore the name of Sultan Yıldırım Bayezid when he was appointed as governor for this province before becoming sultan. This mosque was founded in AH 1231 but the only remaining part from this phase is the lower part of its minaret standing today to a height of 2.65 m. [18] , as it was destroyed by an earthquake in 1944 after which it was rebuilt by the people of the city. [19, 20] . After an earthquake in 1944, it was rebuilt by the people of the area following closely its original shape. It measures 8.35× 5.25 m with a simple roof. At its northern part, there is a covered riwaq in front of the prayer hall and it has two windows on both sides [20] . This mosque was described in the register of Salname that explained in detail the economic, social, and historical conditions of Gerede city in AH 1334 / AD 1916, before the earthquake, as follows: The City of Gerede has 9 mosques; the oldest of them was founded with a bath by Sultan Yıldırım Bayezid. al-Sharif mosque was one of the greatest charity works and foundations assigning a place in paradise for Yıldırım Bayezid [21] .
Type of Endowment
Endowments varied between monetary and commodities. The latter was represented by materials such as sugar, sherbet made from honey and sugar or fruits such as oranges and lemons [22] , as well as a quantity of incense. Monetary endowment involved financial sums given to the workers of those mosques such as imams, muezzins, and orators, as well as spending the remaining money on feeding the poor and needy during the celebrations of the Prophet Mohamad's birthday or reading the Holy Quran.
Monetary Units and Quantification Used
-Kuruş, piastres. One of the common silver coins in the Ottoman era, the origin of this word was the Latin grossus, which was used for different types of dinar minting for the first time by European rulers in the 13 th century [23] . It is thought that the first mention was at the beginning of the era of Sultan Süleyman II (1642-1691). The rate of exchange of an Ottoman Kuruş was 30 halves of silver during the first half of the 16 th century. They were known in the docu-ments of legality court by coefficient kuruş and numeral kuruş [23, 24] . -Kıyye, Ounce, one of the units used in the Ottoman period, known also as an Oka, equal to 400 dirhams [9] and weighing 1283 grammes [25] .
Officials Responsible of Endowment Implementation
Implementation was assigned to the department of Közbekçi in the place of Topkapi whose head was responsible for all its affairs.
Conclusion
The study illustrated 
